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this kingdom of the dead you will put in with your good ship at
the Isle of Aeaea, I beseech you, my prince, by all the absent
friends we left behind, by your wife, by the father who sup--
ported you as a child, and by Telemachus, your only son, whom
you left at home - by all these I beg you to remember me then
and not to sail away and forsake me utterly nor leave me there
unburied and unwept, or the gods may turn against you when
they see my corpse. So bum me there with all my arms, such as
they are, and raise a mound for me on the shore of the grey sea,
in memory of an unlucky man, to mark the spot for future
voyagers. Do this for me, and on my barrow plant the oar I used
to pull when I was alive and on the benches with my mates."
' To which I answered: "All this, my poor Elpenor, I will do.
Nothing shall be forgotten."
' Thus we two faced each other across the trench in solemn
colloquy, I on the one side, with my sword stretched out above
the blood, and on the other the ghost of my comrade pouring
out his tale.
'Next came the soul of my dead mother, Andcleia, the
daughter of the great Autolycus, who had sdll been alive when
I said farewell and sailed for sacred Ilium. My eyes filled with
tears when I saw her there, and I was stirred to compassion. Yet,
deeply moved though I was, I would not allow her to approach
the blood out of turn, before I had had speech with Teiresias.
And the soul of the Theban prophet now came up, with a gold
rod in his hand, saw who I was, and saluted me.
' "Royal son ofLaertes, Odysseus of the nimble wits, what
has brought you, the man of misfortune, to forsake the sunlight
and to visit the dead in this mirthless place? Step back now from
the trench and hold your sword aside, so that I can drink the
blood and prophesy the truth to you."
* I backed away, driving my sword home in its silver scabbard.
And when Teiresias spoke, after drinking the dark blood, it was
the voice of the authentic seer that I heard.
€ "My lord Odysseus/' he began, "you are in search of some
easy way to reach your home. But the powers above are going

